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Sino-US relations and the course of world peace and stability. Constructing a
Sino-US nuclear strategic stability framework is the cornerstone for achieving
Sino-US strategic stability. The traditional strategic stability theory, which is mainly
based on the hostile relationship between the two major symmetric camps led by the
United States and the Soviet Union respectively, can hardly offer theoretical
explanation and practical guidance for the stability of Sino-US nuclear strategy
under the background of asymmetry and dynamic power shift. Therefore, from the
perspective of asymmetric strategic balance, ensuring China’s second-strike
capability should be at the core of the Sino-US nuclear strategic stability framework.
At the institutional level, both sides should establish relevant mechanisms by
strengthening communication, consultation and negotiation, build consensus and
fulfill legal commitments via agreements and treaties in order to construct a political
framework that stabilizes Sino-US nuclear strategic dynamics. At the structural level,
it is not necessary for China to seek nuclear forces equivalent to those of the United
States. The key to Sino-US nuclear strategic stability lies in the overall consideration
of military utility and political effects, the formulation of an integrated nuclear
deterrence strategy, which includes enhancing the combat capability of China’s
nuclear forces, strengthening the determination to carry out deterrence operations
and facilitating information transmission regarding nuclear deterrence so that China
can be well equipped with the capacity to launch a nuclear counterattack against and
cause unbearable losses to the United States.

[Keywords] Sino-US relations, power transition, strategic stability, nuclear strategic
stability

[Authors] ZOU Zhibo, Senior Fellow, Deputy Director of Institute of World
Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Science; LIU Wei, Assistant
Research Fellow, Institute of World Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of
Social Science (Beijing, 100732).

Capricious or Rule-based? Naive Bayesian Model and the Prediction
of North Korea’s Nuclear Behavior

CAO Wei, LIU Qian and LIU Ziye

[Abstract] It is generally believed in academia that North Korea’s foreign policy is
difficult to predict. Accordingly, a significant amount of research on its foreign
policy has been subject to ex post facto interpretations without any predictability.
This paper intends to challenge this preconception and thus establish a short-term
prediction model for North Korea’s nuclear and missile tests. By using international
news reports from North Korean media from 2006 to 2018 as a dataset and monthly
data as the data sample and by creating an optimal feature set and applying the naive
Bayesian method, a prediction model for North Korea’s nuclear behavior is able to
be constructed. The model’s prediction tests show that the overall accuracy exceeds
80%. With the desirable prediction effects, the model is proved to have robust
performance. Based on the statistical results, an early-warning index system for
predicting North Korea’s nuclear behavior can be established to conduct real-time
monitoring on North Korea’s nuclear trends on a short-term, medium-term or
long-term basis. In order to solve the problem of relative lag in the collection of
news reports, this paper attempts to adopt the SARIMA time series analysis to
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simulate the feature set data of the next six months. The estimated data are
statistically credible and the prediction accuracy is relatively high. The findings are
that North Korea’s nuclear behavior is far from being unpredictable as perceived by
the outside. In fact, North Korea’s nuclear behavior exhibits a highly stable tendency
of patternization over a fairly long period. This paper tries to prove that when
appropriate methods are adopted, even for such information-closed countries as
DPRK, relatively accurate predictions of state behavior will work out. This modeling
approach can shed light on developing general approaches to the predictions of state
behavior.
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Internal Armed Conflicts in an Extraterritorial Context: A Strategic
Interaction Perspective

YANG Chenbo

[Abstract] Anti-government armed forces crossing national borders to carry out
resistance operations pose a tremendous threat to regional security. The externalization
of internal conflicts has become a hot topic among researches in the field of
international security. With regard to the extraterritorial context of internal armed
conflicts, this paper aims to analyze the strategic interaction pattern among the target
state, the insurgents and the host state by establishing a game theory model. The
extraterritorial context of internal conflicts can sabotage both domestic stability of
the target state and regional security. The game theory model developed by this
paper tries to illustrate conflict risks in an extraterritorial context by focusing on
strategic moves of the target state, the host state and the insurgents. When
information asymmetry exists between the insurgents and the host state, strategic
interactions will lead to several possible scenarios in regard to situations of armed
conflicts and the bilateral relationship between the target state and the host state. The
model tries to delineate possible conditions for different conflict dynamics. It is
generally argued that the conditional factors include 1) the capacity of the host state
to exert influence on insurgents’ behavior, 2) the ability of the target state to prevent
the insurgents from receiving support from the host state, and 3) the extent of
interdependence between the target state and the host state. The fact that the
externalization of internal conflicts are interwoven with state-to-state hostility poses
extra challenges for peacekeeping operations and the mediation efforts exerted by
regional security mechanisms. Relevant states as well as international security
institutions are supposed to discern the particular strategic context of each conflict,
which contributes to the creation of long-term peacekeeping programmes.
[Keywords]  civil conflict, insurgent funding, insurgents’ border transgression,
coercion, strategic interactions
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