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management is critical. The focus of alliance management in the case of the
US-Japan Alliance is extremely complex, but at a high level, issues that
need to be managed can be categorized as internal or external to the
alliance. These include security, foreign affairs, politics and trade and
commerce Internal to the U. S -Japan Alliance, alliance management
involves four approaches: institutional checks, exchange of interests,
coercive enforcement, and normative direction. The struggle between the
U. S and Japan around the Diaoyu Islands and Futenma Base represent two
classical examples of alliance management. At present, the U. S and Japan
have already achieved a comprehensive alliance management mechanism,
which ensures continuity in the alliance, and which has normalized alliance
behavior at the regional and global levels.
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